
 

15 July 2019 
 

Dear London GP colleagues 

 
Re: London: Cervical Screening Saves Lives 
 
 
Today, two women in England will die from cervical cancer. Deaths that could’ve been prevented by 
early regular screening. 
 
Nationally, the number of women attending cervical screening is at a twenty year low. In London one 
third of women are not going to their screening appointment.   
 
The table on the left shows top and bottom London boroughs ranked by the percentage of women 

screened for cervical cancer. 
 
It’s not comfortable, knowing how important screening 
is, that even in the best preforming London boroughs 
screening is lower than the 80% ambition set by 
Public Health England (PHE).  
 
With our support London’s women can do much 
better.  
 
We need to have more conversations with women in 
our consultation rooms about screening being a 
normal part of their health routine and to encourage 
women to pick up and go to missed appointments. 
 
PHE has created a number of helpful resources to 
support discussions with women. From information 
cards that patients can take away to interactive 
information for social media.  
 
There are also stickers available for GPs and practice 
staff. All resources can be ordered for free on the 
cervical screening section of the PHE website.   

 
PHE has created this information sheet for London GPs giving you an overview of the issue and 
where you can order the resources for your surgery.  
 
We will be sharing messages supporting screening starting in July on our twitter account 
@MyHealthLondon. 
  
Together we can prevent future deaths from cervical cancer. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Sir Sam Everington, chair of the London clinical CCG chairs  
Dr Naz Jivani, clinical chair South West London  
Dr Anwar Khan, clinical chair North East London  
Dr Mohini Parmar, clinical chair North West London 
Dr Andrew Parson, clinical chair South East London 
Dr Josephine Sauvage, clinical chair North Central London 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/85-cervical-screening-campaign
http://www.nelcsu.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Cervical-Screening-Saves-Lives-GP-activation-guide.pdf

